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AMPSKMfc NTS THIS AFTERNOON AND F.VENIS'O.

HPfiAnWAY THEATRE, brtudway..Sa*. Matinee at
li, uC'iock.

KAN FRANf!If<CO MINSTRELS. MS Broadway, n;>oosiie
M'ltropohLa.. Hotel..Ethiopian Sinuixu, Daj>cis Ac..
t: ArniCiiNX.

TONY PASTOR'S OPF.RV HOtTSE. 201 Bowery..Six i.
iNo, Da.tiso, Bcblic Ac..Tin r ni an's Di'I'.a a; or,
Ihilahd Vfib AT Last. Matinee ut V/t o'clock.

tlEORGE CHRISTY'S MIN<TKr:t.-> -Tur Oi.d School
itr Mimutkklst, Bali, vps, Mjsic il <Si.*s. Ac., at the Fifth
Arsi.ue Opera llo iv. \'oa. 2 and 4 Went Twenty-fourth at.
M»ttnee al Two o'clock.

NEW NATIONAL CIRCIJ3. 37 and :w Bowery..E«vrs-
TRIAN, OTBSASTtO AND ACROIIAT'C KkATS, AC..LAEIXLB
. >» Lowrow ox tub Tkaflzk. Matinee at I}a o'Clock.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanics' Hall, *72 Tlroaii-
w.iy 1>aw Bi:vant's Nkw Sn *r SrnrcH.Nklko Cobicali-
II »S. BVP.LXMil'kS, Ac.. I El. as Till I'oBT.

HOPR CHAPEL. 720 Iro idway..l'norKsnoii Whkman'h
yvMiMoa or Mr>ritBr a»d Visions. Matinee at Tan, o'Clock

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Irrinjj place..Sbcono Concert
or THa PulLHABMORIC SoCIKTT Or NbK Yolll.

IRVINd IIALL, Irving place..Mh. Alirxp H. Pkas»:'s
OKCI114TRAL I OK C MKT.

COOPER INSTITUTE, A- tor Place..Davenport Bijo-
.laaai i< ht II. M. .Mai

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOD8E, Brooklyn. -E ruiOPiAN Min-
«CK»l <T.BaI I.Ali', Borlksqiibs AND PAvrOVlllES,

WRVr rORIT NPSEUM or ANATOMY, $1S Broadway..
rpeu from A M. till 10 i*. U

WITH SUPPLEMENT.
W*m l ork, Saturday, December 10, 1H65.

NEWSPAPER CIRCULATION.

B«a«lpti .r .falei of the RTew York Daily
Xewipapen.
OFFICIAL.

Tear Ending
t*<trn* of Paper May 1, IMS.

Hkrald fl,005,000
.Time» 368,150
Vrihttn* 252,000
I'vcning Host 169,427
World 100,000
Pun 151,070
I'-Kpretw 90,548

Km Yorc Hkrald 91,009,000
Tiihm Tribune, World and Sun combined.. 8Tl,<'iO

# Ar'ndginn despatches state that the rccctit spirited
»n uiKe.ii at.on* of sympathy with the republican cause in
AieaiCO displayed in Congress and liy the people of nil

< la ..«e? in this country, together with the appointment of
<;en»r*l J<<>gan, .in oufepokeu udvocalu of the immediate
enforcement of the Monroo Doctrine, to the government
nt' l'i »,Kioot Juarez, have led to froh corrcajiondence ou

Kiev jn matters between Count Houlholon, the French
.I nl»U», and Secretary Reward, and induced the former
to despatch hit Chief Secretary, w ho sailoil on Wi-doc.. .

d.ty I mjii, to Knrope for definite instruction- from Louis S*
!.' ileoti

"

iere 1? :t rumor that M. Mi.million In miniated
Ilia' in n-> a Minister is accredited by our government to

thai o' tlie Mexican republic the French l>ei;ation will
to* withdrawn from Washington. Ill" nl.<o reported that
yeatcrdav's tablnot meeting, which w» a longer one

ttisii i.t'ia!, aud whi.-h was also attended by f.'en ral

firant, v a', devoted to the consideration of Mexican
affaire.
Th . leviing points of the decree of President Juarez,

anoouDCiiig hi" intention of contlnninK to exercise (lie
i 'rtio«<o! Executive of the Mexican republic, Issued st

V.I >*.«.*; -. '>u I he KlU of Novomh r, aud briefly noticed in
ita: H»>. .play's Hi.rai.p, are given In oot pre.ont Issue
H» it-i ihnt, tliuugh hi* term has expired, tm there has
l> e« no opportunity, in consequence of the disordered

of the countrv, to elect lii* successor, and as

.tie (.Joitgre has invested hun with extraordinary
j#owo b» legardi it as his duty to continue to act as

JYn.tlUenl iiitil such time a* another election enn be held.
lu the Culled Stales Supreme Court in Washington

>mi«-r.iay ai(.iiiiM hi wax commenced in the case of the

wplrtlejtion of Mr. A. H. Garland, of Arkansas, a pardoned
rebel, to be allowed to practlcn in mi'.J court with
out tiking the oath prescribed by act of Congress.
The ijiioation involved la ihe constitutionality of this
natN, which require! ercry applicant for ndtmsslon to

the i»er of a I'nited States court tos«.-ar that lie never

voluntarily aided the p'bellion. Mr M II Carpenter,
counsel for Mr. Oarland, took the grouud that the Pre
rt»nt'i> pardon restores hia client to all hi* loimer rights,
aid tba' this bar to his entry Into national conrta &. a

iirami!>on?r Is therefore unconstitutional Attorney
tieuera! Spoed r« piled, maintaining Ihe con-Mntionnlity
(if Ule oath. The argument wu listened to with much
iMetMtfer* large assemblage ol legal gentlemen It

will t»e continued on Friday next.

Chief .'uetlce Bowk*, of tho Supreme Conrt of Mary,
land, hna rendered a decision sustaining Ihe RcgUtrv
law ol that Slate which excludes from voting all who
cuniw <aVe the test oath prescribed in the new const itn

lion
tli" Kentacity Legislature has panned a bill pardoning

nil |k>> >'i> who during the rebellion committed t reason

¦go n si the Commonwealth and remoilng the legal dl*-
.bihue imposed on rebels by previous legislation.
Governor Worth, of North Carolina, was inaugurated

in Rale gh yesterday, but It Is not likely that he will as

Mu«t0 the exercise of executive function* for some time

yet, aa tba President has heretofore Instructed Provl-
Mional (tornraof Boiden that he la to continue to held
$h* aAoe until apecially relieved by orders from Wash-
Ingtoa.
The official ¦ntUration of the ratiflration by the lo-

< aaa l egislature of the antl slavery amendment lo tho
.atloaal constitution was yesterday Died in the State
Deportment by Speaker Colfax.

| Jeff. Da^ Is, we are Informed by our Portreaa Monroe
.wrroapooionee, haa recently been visited In his case

aaate prison at that place by his old spiritual adviser the
jmator of S^ fhurch, P'phinon.^ who parsed an

torttrt .i*f with tl^f rebel ox maWeni m r«l igious red

. , r*p
m;; coove rsauftn tDu other exercise, and aJmluistered
to hini the sacrament.
As u matter of interest both as a reminiscence of tie

metropolis and a* showing the ina'iguratou by the
IIkkalu of newspaper enterprise ® 'his oountry thirty
years a?o, we republish to day, the anniversary ol the
great fire in this city on the lflth °f December, 1835, the
full reports of that disastrous coufla;riiiion whxh were

given in our issues of the two following days. The story
will be read with deep interest by both old and 5 oung
Now York, not ouly as a record of tlie latst, but also as

one of the early specimens of that energy and apprecia
tion of the live matters of the passing day that revolu¬
tionized American jouruali-m and placed the Uuiau in
that advanced position of newgpaperdom which it has
always maintained. Tho reports are acc»mpauied by the
same engravings of the burned district that originally
appeared with thorn.

In the Board of Aldermen yesterday a report from the
Finance Committee was road In favor of leasing to the
Sisters of Mercy for ninety-nine years, at a nominal
rent, the plot of ground lying between Eighty-ir*t and
Eighty -second streets and Fourth and Madison avenues;
but it wua laid over. A motion was made to obtain the
opinion of the Corporation Counsel on the subject of au¬

thorizing the issue of seventy-fire thousand dollars
worth of market stock because of a mandamus served
upon the Board to that effoct; but this was also la d over.
The Board of Councilmen met yesterday and disposed

of a large number of unimportant papers. An ordinance
was adopted appointing on Inspector of City Railroads,
whose duty it will be to see that the various railrtads
are kept in a proper condition. His salary was fixed at
three thousand dollars per annum.
The Commissioners of Charities and Correction mot

yesti rday and received a paper from Mr, Blgclow, our
Minister in France, enclosing the regulations of the
Parisian Morgue. Another from the Comptroller, au¬

thorizing the Bourd to use West Tenlh street as an
addition to Jefferson Market prison.
The Court of Appeals, in tho casp of the Board of Com¬

missioners of Pilots versus John H Clark and others,
brought in the Supreme < ourt to recover penalties, im-

pr sed by a statute passed in 1868, for encumbering one

of the piers belonging to the city or New York, has con¬

firmed tho judgment of the court bolow, holding that tho
defendants are liable therefor.
Tho Court of Appeals decisions, heretotore alludod to,

in the cases of the city ot Vtica against the stock¬
holders of the Second Nat'oaal Bank of that
place and the Harlem Gaslight Compmy versus
tho city of New York, are given In our paper this
morning. In the former cose the court docldod. aa it
has also done in ollitr similar esses, that tho individual
stockholder' of nat'onal hanks are liable to taxation by
municipal authorities on thoir shares in the stock of said
Institutions The other ca«e involved the question
whether the Harlem Gas U-'bt Company w as justified,
a« It did in September, 1*61, ir. Increasing the charge for
cas supplied to li?ht the city ab"VO Seventy-eighth street
to fifty dollars per year for each street lamp, and was

decided in favor of tho company.
A suit of K. J. Coiiet against How land & Aspinwall for

alleged loss sustained in a business transaction relative to
a loan of money waf, yesterday before the Supreme
Court, spot in term. Plwint*fT borrowed the sum of si*
thousand five hundred dollars from defendants, and de
posited a« collateral security ono hundred shares of tho
Pacific Mail Steamship Company's stock, valued at ten
thousaud dollars, giving the privilege of ftalo in ruse the
money should uot be paid at tho proper time. It is
cla'med that the *ale was made improperly, and that
plaintiff lost by tho operation. The case is still on.

Tho developments in the strong divorce trial yesterday
were of a most interesting character. Dtu lug tho con¬
tinued examination of Mrs. Dr. Walsh an aflidav It signed
by her wxs pot in evidence, revoaling u brief but dread¬
ful history of the Adams abortion ease in the house in
Waverloy place, which had t*en so often hinted at in
tlie earlier states of the trial Mary Smith, a soldier s

wife, who hail been an Inmate ol the house a! tho time
of Mr. Strom: 's alleged adultery with Mrs. Potter, testi¬
fied, toward the close of the day, to some startling facts,
designed to substantiate that charge. The case has been
ad.iourncd until Monday next.
Tho trial of John Hackett for the murder or John

Green was concluded yesterday in the Court of Oyer
and Torminer. Several witnesses were called to testify
as to the good character or the prisoner. The case was

then given to the jury ; but they had not agreed up to a

lat'i hour Inst evening.
An action waa brought in the Court of Common Pleas,

beforo Judge Cardoso, yesterday, by a man named Hart-
zog, to recover two hundred and fifty dollars from the
corporators of (iallagher's Evening Exchange. It was
alleged that this money had been paid Gallagher on tho
18th of August last, for a scat for one yoar In the Ex¬
change, but that the actiou of the Board of Brokers pro
hibiting the sale of stocks in the building had c'osod up
the lostit'Ulon in eight day. after the money had been paid.
After hearing evidence in tho case, the Jury gave a ver¬

dict forthe plaintiff, allow ing him two hundred and forty

d°Theht rial of John Ward, charged with the homicide of
polio* man Walker, was continued yesterday »n the Court
of General Sessions. Officer Robertson testified that tho
nc. used had a pistol in April, four months before tlie
killing. The statement of tho prisoner, taken by tho
Coroner, was offered in evidence by the District Attor¬
ney, hut subsequently res-rved. Edward l>on».hue, a

comrade of Ward on the niyht of the occcrrenee, was ex¬

am ned by counsel for the defence, and testified that n

party of young fellows attended t. hall in aid ol' a blind

prostitute, after which some of them proceeded to tho
house in Seventeenth street from which the accused *

charged with escaping Just as the policeman was shot.
The witness nv no pistol with Ward, and did not see
who fired It. In conf luence of a d; atli In the family of
tlie coutusel for the prisoner the case w:< postponed till
Monday, when it will be concluded.

The proceedings or tho naval court martini, oi which
Vice Admiral Farrogtit was president, i" the ca n of

( ommodore Thomas Y Craveu, luve been mado public.
Commodore Craven was charged with neglect ot duty,
while In command or the iteasier Sacramento, off
Coiunna, In not attacking the rebel ram Stonewall
while the Istter was making its wsy out of
the harbor of ?ai<l port. The court at first found tho
Commodore guilty «r0° ll,sn ^atvd, 1,0,1
sentenced him to be suspended trom duty "U le.ive pay
for two year-.; but, tho Secretary of tbc Navy pro-
pronouncing th« results of the court's deliberations un¬

warranted by the circumstance of the case, the mem¬
bers twain took tlie matter under consideration, and
found the accused -.nilty, except iu relation to that por¬
tion ol the sp- ciit. ation which declar d it wan his duty
to have engaged the Stonewall. Their sentence In this
instniic, was the > ime a" in the flrM, and their proceed
inp- were again di approved by the Secretary, who there,

upon set them a ide and relieved Commodore Craven

In' thl*cuse of Lieutenant. Colonel Ward Mar ton, of
the Murine orps, found guilty by a naval court martial
of ha', ii'tt failed to return to men under li'S command
moneys deposited by them with him. and sentenced to

bo dishonorably dismissed, forever disqualified Trom

holding portion under government, and to forfeit
bis dues, President Johnson so far modified the

punishment of the accnsed as to subject him to three
years' suspension, fc reprimand by the Secretary of the

Navy and deduction of one half his retired pay till the
whole amount of his indebtedne - to the marin sis die

charged. Tho Secretary *iys that the extnet from the

record is the best repnman.l that csn lie given in the

°*At la-t though rather Ute in the <easo0, we hive been
visited by weather of a decidedly winter,sh . haracter.
Yc-teiday tho atmosphere was cold and crisp, and of a

kind very appropriate to tlie mouth of December. Il Ihe
same temperature continue* many hours ihe Impatient
skaters, who were banning ?« fear that they would have
no onportunity to enjoy their favorite spoil this ti inter,
will have sll the icy facilities they can desire.
Two of the previously abrent Fenian Senator* have

arrived in this city, but bare not yet shown th<fr hands
The Irish military delegation go decidedly with the son

O Mahouy men. The Irish organization is reported as

dli'a*Med and disappointed by the old system As en¬

thusiastic iienmu'-traUoii was hold In Chicago in faver ef
the Senate and President Roberts. The SIMerhood has
Issued an address the elty circles are at III passing
O'Mabony resolution". The West Is reported for the
Senate. No semion of the Senators look place yerier-
day. They will next meet with the two hitherto absent
membera added to their body. The canvas for the
respective systems continues bri«k.
Ihe sixtieth annual meeting of the New England So

clety of this city was held last evening at Delmonico's,
corner of Fourteenth street and Fifth arosue. The
business of the meeting consisted of an election of offl
cere for ihe ensuing year, the reading or reports from
the treasurer and the radons committees, the increasing

I or initiation and annual dues, and the reception of thirty

"'t^e'w^'anoiher sale oi government csoiui'd coMoa

. ». aiuHsif, over tnree thousand bales
be ug disposed of The attendunco was large, and the
tydding wu animated , tut (here was a slight decline in
the prices rocolved from those of a m<>nih ago. Middling
fair New Orleans and Memphis cotton sold for (Tty-tbree
cents per pound, aud strictly middling at from fifty and
S-half cents to Qfty-one and one-fourth cents.
The steamship City of New York, Captain Leitch, of

the I urnan lino, will tail to day at noon for Queenatown
and Liverpool from pier 44 North river. The mails will
close itt half past ton A. M. at the Post Office.
The flue steamship MuUntax, Captain Lien-gang, of

the Atlantic and Mississippi steamship line, will sail at
throe P. M. to-day from pier 46 North river, just above
Canal street, for New Orleans direct.
The steamship Ban Salvador, Captain Atklus, of the

F.mplro sidewheel line, will rail to-day for Savannah at
three P. If. from pier No. 2 North river.
The steamer Galatea, which did good service for onr

government during the rebellion, and was afterwards
sold to the government of the Haytien republic, sailed
yesterday from this port, where she had been for some

time undergoing the process of being fitted out as a Hay¬
tien man-of-war, for Port au Prince. Shu has an arma¬
ment of one fifty pounder and Un thirty-pounder Parrott
guns, and Is officered principally by white men who
served In the Union lleeta during the Into war. Her crew
is composed chiefly of colored seamen who also have
completed their terms of service on board United States
naval vessels.
The City Council of Washfngton, Inconsequence of the

measures Introduced In Congress to extend tho voting
privilege to the colored people of the District of Colom¬
bia. propose to hold an election on Thursday next to d3-
cide the feeling of the whito voters In the matter.
There were large fires on Thunday in the towns of

Newburg and Oswego, in this State In the former a
Aanh and blind factory, a car factory, a millwright shop
and two dwellings wcro dostroced, involving losses aggre¬
gating nearly forty thousand dollars, all of which were

covered by insurance. In Oswego the steam sawmill and
shipyard of Chandler & Wilmot were partially consumed,
and the fire caught the shipping in tho river, but did no

great dan.age to it. Thirty thousand dollars is the esti¬
mate of damages
William Willis, who was to havo been lmr.gt-d yester

day In Kingston, N. V., for the murder of Mrs. Rock¬
well, has had his sentence com muteJ by Governor Fen
ton to imprisonment for life at Sing Sing.
The slock marlcet was nclivc and strong yesterday

Governments wcro a fraction higher. Gold dosed at
146
The advance of gold yesterday occasioned increased

buoyancy and firmness in trade circles-, and both forei n

and domestic goods generally sold at an Improvement.
There was more speculative inquiry than fur some t'me

previously. Groceries were dult, but rather more pteady.
Cotton was let*? firm, with a fair demand. PCrolcnm
was a shade easier. On 'Change flour was again higher.
Wheat and corn were also in seller's favor, with a fair
demand. Onte were somewhat Armor. Pork wm Irre¬
gular, dosing lower. Beef was unchanged. l.ard wag

steady. Whiskey ruled decidedly more active' and

higher, closing Arm at tho improvement.
R«ronHtrnetlon.The ConrtltnUonal *»<!
thr RkdlfBl, the Klght the *«»({
W»y. T*
The proceedings of lha first »tro week® of tho

present Congress have pretty broadly dfcvol-
oped the reconstruction schemes and pur-
poses of the leading Northern radicals. Tbo
sweeping caucus resolution of Stevens, which
hns been substantially adopted as the rule of
action of the two houses, indicates, so ftir as
<lie radicals hare the power, the exolu-
frion of the late rebel States until they ahull
hare complied with other conditions in addi¬
tion to those laid down by tho President for
the guidance of tho new Southern conventions
and legislatures. What these other conditions
are likely, to be we may conjecture from the
propositions introduced into the Senate by
Messrs. Wilson and Sumner, the two uuthari-
tntive radical leaders from Massachusetts.

First, wo have the bill introduced by Senator
Wilson, declaring null ond void all laws here¬
tofore in force or held valid in the late insur¬

rectionary States, making any inequality of
civil rights and immunities among the inhabi¬
tants of said States on aocount of race and
color. Next, we huve u resolution from Mr.
Sumner, declaring, in reference to the exehided
Southern States, that "it is the ftill duty of Con¬
gress to take care that no State declared to be
in rebellion shall be allowed to resume Hs re¬

lation to the Union until after the satisfactory
performance of five several conditions, which
conditions precedent must be submitted to a

popular vote and be sanctioned by a majority
of the people of each State respectively, as fol¬
lows:.The complete re-establishment ot loy¬
alty as shown by an honest recognition of the
unity of the republic and the duty of allegiance
to it at all times, without mental reservation or

equivocation of any kind; the complete sup¬
pression of all oligarchal pretensions and the
complete enfranchisement of all citizens, so

that there shall be no denial of rights on ac¬

count of color or race, but justice shall be im¬
partial. and all shall be equal before tho law;
the rejection of the rebel debt, aud at the same

time the adoption in just proportion of the na¬

tional debt and the national obligations to
Union soldiers, with solemn pledges never to

join in any measure, direct or indirect, for their
repudiation or in any way tending to impair
the national credit; the organization of an edu¬
cational system for the equal benefit of all,
without distinction of color or rfcee; the choice
of citirens for oftico, whether State or nationsl,
of eoiiHlant and undoubted loyally, whose con¬

duct and conversation shall give assurance ot

poaee and reconciliation."
Thcfe propositions of Southern reconstruc¬

tion, it will be seen, would reduce the States
directly concerned to the Massachusetts stan¬
dard of political equality, which goes ftir be-

yond the standard of loyalty required of the
several States by the federal constitution. But,
granting, to shorten the argument, that, under
the war power, the general government uauv

impose upon the late rebel States the condi¬
tions of Mr. Sntnuer, includiug negro BufiYB.e
ond a common school system, upon a footing
of white and black equality, what would it all
be worth, after th* rendmission ot the Hates
concerned, with the federal constitution un¬

touched? It would be worth nothing. Tie
Southern States, repossessed Of the same pow¬
ers as the Northern States, could and would
immediately proceed to reconstruct their local
aflhiin-such as the elective franchise, their
common schools and police laws, to suit them¬
selves.and Mr. Sumner's Massachusetts fabric
of political and social equality would be

speedily demolished. Our readers will remem¬

ber that when, iu the progress of the wsr, It
became manlfe«t that President Lincoln's
emancipation proclamations would prove
something more than "the Pope's bull against
the comet,'' we contended that even it sluvery
were practically abolished by the war, it
could, with the restoration of the rebellious
States, be immediately re-established by them,
and that nothing could prevent its revival ex¬

cept a prohibiten) ameiidnajnt of the ftder«l
constitution.
What con rye did we then recommend upon

this question! Believing that the time had
come, and that It would be the very best thing
that could be done for the future peace and

harmony *»d prosperity of the country, to
make good and permanent the abolition of

itorcry, we earnestly led off in Aim of the ne-

ceatmry amendment of the constitution. Tlie pro-
pouition took root, it wns acted upon
in CungrwD, the amendment by the re¬

quired two-thirds vote in each house
wa« adopted and paused over to the
States for their ratification; and now, throe-
fourths of all the Slate Legislatures
havmp favorably responded, the thing in fixed.
It beeomes a part of the supreme law of the
land. And here we may mention the remark¬
able fact (bat the words slavery, slave, slaves
and slaveholders were carefully excluded
from the constitution by its framers, and that
" slavery }f will first appear in that great
charter with the abolition asd prohibition of
the institution.
We are contending, however, against these

unconstitutional radical schemes of reconstruc¬
tion as practically good for nothing, and as in¬
volving a worse than useless waste of time
and agitation. We contend, too, that all the
schemes of reform which these radicals have
to offer beyond the authority of the constitu¬
tion should be proposed as amendments to that
instrument Good or bad, there can be tfo ob¬
jection to putting them to this test, for it is a test
which nothing really pernicious can survive.
Hence, when the Union State Central Commit¬
tee of Pennsylvania ask Congress to- start
amendments to the constitution against the
payment of the rebel debt or the repudiation
of the national debt, or for the power to eol-
lect dn'ios upon exports, or for a provision de¬
barring any State from secession; or when Mr.
Jcnckes, of Rhode Island, proposes in the fame

way to secure the election of the President
d'rectly by the people, or when Mr. Delano, of
Ohio, by tl>? cam" auihoriz *d method proposes
to ''make it (he duty of each State to provide
for the rightful pursuit ot happiness of all its
inhabitants, without distinction of color or

race," we have no objection to interpose. If
the thin? you ofT^r be good, bad or indifferent,
seasonable or premature, it will so appear in
running the gnnn'let of two-thirds of each
house of Cougre<« and three-fourths of all the
States. j

Entertaining the opinion that the country !
has outgrown it, we th'nk that upon various
important subjects the federal constitution
needs enlarging or a clearer definition, both in
regard to tho powers of the general govern¬
ment and the reservations of the States and the
people. We think that some amendments have
become neccsary from the tremendous revolu¬
tion in tho old order of things which has re¬

sulted from the late rebellion. We believe,
too, that, whatever may be proposed, it is only
that which is beneficial that will pass the
ordeal of three-fourths of the States, what¬
ever absurdities may bo proposed by two-
thirds of the present Congress. At 8ll 'events,
if such radicals as Wilson and Sumner are sin¬
cere in their schemes of reform for which there
is no authority in- the constitution, they ought to
seek to gain the» in a constitutional way. If,
in thdr extravagant and fanatical designs, they
are simply laboring to embarrass the admhtie-
tion and to lengthen indefinitely the exclusion
of the late rcbet States from a voioe in the
general government, we still say, let them go
ahead, so that the people may know how to
deal with them in the elections for the next.
Congress.
The Theatrical Reroim In thl» Cltjr.
The Managers' Association has lest another-

member. A minstrel hall, which has been a

disgrace to the whole profession, and recently
scandalized aM theatrical people, is to be
quietly superseded by a new and elegant thea¬
tre, under the management of Mr. George
Wood, of the-Broadway. Mr. Wood will carry
on both hls< new and his old establishments
Tho renowned Solon Shingle will appear at the
Broadway early in January, and take charge
of that theatre and "that barrel of apple sase,"
while Mr. Wood devotes his special attention to.
.he new concern, which is to bo named after
himself. His new theatre will seat about two-
thousand persons ; the scenery for it is noarly
ready ; the alterations will he commenoed next
week ; by the aid of an extra force of mechanics
the house will be ready for occupancy in

a fortnight after the commencement of the
new year, and a large stoek company will be en¬

gaged for the openings Thus, at a. single
stroke, this metropolis is twice blessed. once
in the abolition of the minstrel hall, which is to
be closed, and again in the new, elegant uad
commodious establishment which is to he iaau- .

garated. With Miss Husbton's New York the¬
atre, which begins business next Thursday, and
with Christy's new hall, near Fifth avenue, and
with Montpellier'fc circus, in the Bowery, this
will make the foarth place of amusement which
has been started since the associated manager*
began their fovlish crusade against the inde¬
pendent pre*, and several ethers are in con¬

templation, Theatrical r«*fi>rm in this city is
thus an accomplished 1'wct, or rather a fact in
process of accomplishment, and the efforts of
the associated mauagers to prevent it are

wholly impotent. We expect to see the time,
and that at no distant day, when all our im¬
moral places of amusement and their corrupt
and ignorant directors are superseded by new

theatres, properly oouducted by able and en¬

terprising men and women. The Legislature
should aid ua iu this reform by imposing a

license tax of five thousand dollais upon the
badly managed establishments which now intest
the metropolis.

Th#» new French theatre is being pushed rap-
idl.y forward, and will be ready for Managers
Juiguet and Davenport by the time that they
have concluded their pre°.eut engagements.
M. Jnignefs troupe is now in Boston, where it
has been very warmly weloomed by appreci¬
ative audiences. Ar we anticipated, the idea
of small, closed boxes for the French theatre
has proven most popular, and it will be car¬

ried out by the management. IV double
boxes of the Opera Comique at Paris.that Is
to say, the boxes with a small private parlor
at the back. have always been extremely ad¬
mired, especially by Americans, and we have
often wondered why this feature was not

adopted in our New York theatre*. The new

French theatre will probably open with a

vaudeville company, Mr. Davenport's English
artists playing four nights of the week, and M.
Julgnet's the other two. But arrange¬
ments have been made to import a num¬

ber of French comic singers of the very
best class, such as have never been heard in this

country before. The decree of the Emperor,
abrogating the theatrical license and giving
every one liberty to open such places of amuse¬

ment, has reduced the salaries of French ar-

tists by rendering It Impossible for the few
leading artists and establishments to regulate
wages aa they did when they had an exclusive
monopoly. Taking advantage of thU f«Yort\-

b.'c circumstance, ?! una entered lite

market anil offered Home uf the beat aitihis
such t,vPod terms that they have agreed to cowo

to this city next year. They are admirable
actors as well as capital sincere, Bnd we shall
see such llj^'ht operas as fiv Dlamlo, Le Dom¬
ino Noir and -La Dame Blanrhe produced iu a

style altogethtT superior to Ibal of the Acade¬
my catacombs. The French artists know how-
to act Kuch ope fas. An Italiau singer may
he briefly defined as vox preterm nihil. He
can sing, but he se^'coly knows the moaning
of what he sings, a sd is generally too awk¬
ward to .express the .sense of the words even

should be be fortunate enough to understand
ft. But a French artibt is a man of intelli¬
gence, ofssciety, capable'sf achieving a repu¬
tation as au actor quite (listLaot from the repu¬
tation be has acquired by hisfine voice. When
such artists as these appear hers and bring out
the gay, lively, sparkling an<f dharmlug one

set an! two est operettas, in which the Paris¬
ians so much Might, this metropolis will be
obliged to' adHB that it has secured a new

sensation But tfcr sensation will* be all ths-
nfore agreeable when it is enhanced by an

elegant little theatse, divided into cosy and
convenient privats boxes, filled wfft happy
and refined' family- parties and musfcal, not

only with the most delioioss melodies, but
with" the merriest ami heartiest laughter.

Senator liuur and the OlantM.
Senator Sumner has come to grief on his

"Curiosity of Literature," in the December
number of the Atlantic Sfonlhly. Generhl Gar¬
field, having helped to finish the rebellion and
laid aside bis sword' and revolver, lias taken
up his classical spear, and, by a single teweb,
has demolished the Senator's fanciful fahrio in
the Straits of Messina.with tho Sirens singing
themselves hoarse, Charybdis bellowing to

Scylla, Scylla howling to Clwrybdis, and Ulys-
»ps stopping the ears of hii» companions with
wax, all at the same timo and in the same

locality.a piece of literary mosaic work with'
more unities in it than tbc old classical
drama. How the distinguished Senator got so

mixed up is a marvel. We wonder now ttiat
he did not get in something about the political
status of the Roman freeumcn.

But General Garfield did not finish up his
worlfc as thoroughly us Grant did with the
rebels. We read the Senator's article cursorily,
and not only noticed the geographical blunder
about the Sirens, but several other inaccura¬
cies, which we proceed to -paint oot.
At the foot of page 746 lie spoaks of "the

Monastery of St. Gall, in France." We have
heard of the great Benedictine Monastery of
St. GaB, in the Swiss canton lofthat name; and
we believe the French, in the Revolutionary or

Consular period (we forget which), when they
were knocking things into pi all over Europe,
had something to do with secniarizlng its bene¬
fices. But when the Senator says St Gall is in
France, he is as much out ofthe way as he was

intanehoving the Island of the Sirens alongside
of Scylli, and we are constrained to say to
him:."Mr. Sumner, you are weak in geog¬
raphy, both ancient and modern, and you
msst go down to foot."
At page 753 be speaks of "Palestine and

Jerusalem, where a God waa^born of a virgin,"
Ac. Where T In Palestine or at Jerusalem?
This is very loose writing, Mr. Sumner, and is
unworthy of you. We do . not pretend to be
strong in ecclesiastical history, but we have
lbag had tho impression that the Saviour of
mankind was born in Bethlbhem. We fear the
Senator has neglected hk New Testament as

well as his Odyssey. But, after all, his mistake
is not more remarkable than that of his Brother
Beeefcer, who (with less excuse, being in the
oburtth,) thought the Feast of the Resurrection
oams on Good Friday.
AX page 751 tho Senator quotes an anony¬

mous Latiu poet, who speaks of Lucan as sing-
tag "the praises of Cawar" in the Pharsalia.
Mr. Sumner ought to know that Lucan was ods-
sf C esar's chief traducers, and he should net
have allowed this misrepresentation to pass
without notice. Pompey was Lucan's h«ro.
Of Pompey he saye:.

Stat mugui nomiius -Jartra ;
and

Prosiluft busto, somuKlttqne momhra rriinquonn,
Pogoncreraqiip rcgura, aequllur coovcxa Tuuanl-i.
And of Caesar be says

Non isUmrt Uutiim
Nuinon 'TBI n»c (*11111 duct*;

and
Guudtflb^w vl*m ferisso-ruina

What should.we think at thin day of a writer
who should place Porapey above C'a iitr aa a

military leader? Niebubr Hays:.'?There can¬

not be a move unfortunate epic than Lucan's
Pharsalia;" and bis opinion la worth quite a*

much as tha anonymous Latin poet's. Some of
Lucan's comments on Ce?ar*b lutlann with
Cleopatra in bis tenth canto easts the delica~
cies of the Strong case into the deepest shade.
After ail, what did he know about it T He wifa
born eighty years after Cesar's assassination;
and his narrative no doubt consists of h.hih-

dal picked up in the Roman Forum n century
after Cleopatra's festivities with the great con¬

queror. Besides, Lncan was in bad humor
whon he wrote the laut cantos of the Pharnnlia.
He and Nero were at loggerhead*, like two
school-boys, about their verses. Mr. Sum¬
ner's anonymous Latin poet ought to have
said that Lucan sang the pratae* of Pom-
pey; and If the Senator had been n

thorough scholar, or had even read ttio
Pharsalia, he wonld have corrected bira. The
truth in, Mr. Sumner should give up the olassies
as long a? he is burdened with the foreign affairs
of the country, or eW he should take time to
be accurate. By the by, we see that Mr. Speaker
Colfax has put General Bank-' at the head of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the lower
House. Now that Massachusetts has a monop¬
oly of Lord John Russell, Louis Napoleon, the

Emperor Maximilian, President Juarez and
Senor Ortega, besides the cotton factories, we
hope that indefatigable community will be suf¬

ficiently occupied without coming on here at

short intervals, as has been their custom, to

see whether our underpinning is in order.
One Tord more to Senator Snmner before

parting. We do not intend to interfere with
his vocation in the Senate. We leave to him
all modern international matters. But in that
department of our foreign relations which con¬

cerns the ancient Greeks and Roman* we feel
licensed, on general principled, -to take an

activo part; and if he will go oat of bis proper
domain and venture on classical ground, he
mnst walk with circumspection or he will be
tripped up, as we understand ha has been once

or twice in the Athens of America. He should
bear in mind that he cannot make many more

such false steps wilhont getting the reputation
of a superficial scholar. >

.J'toc Herald and IUr Hrwipapfr PrtM .?
I lu- < ouiit .>.Ttif tirml Fire.

Iu another part of the paper we reprint the

original Hnuu report of the great fire that

happened in thl ^ city on December lti, 1835.
junt tbiri.v jean ago to-day. We give ako the
diagram that we then laid before our readers
of the burned district and the view of the
Merchants' Exchange. We reproduce this ac-

couut of an important event in the history of
our city because of its peculiar interest in

a journalistic point of view.as one great turn¬

ing point between the press of the past and the
press of the present.
At the time of the occurrence of the great

fire the Hkmu.d was in its first year. It was .

new (dea.an attempt to bring tke newspaper
press nearer to practical life.to popularize It,
and to make a newspaper a grand success by
making it the absolute organ of the people.
At that tfme the papers of the old class were

gnat, dull, lumbering machines, full of adver¬
tisements and stupidity.-truly, as they were

called, "blanket sheets." They hardly touched
those events that are of the most general in¬
terest in' the life of the masses, because such
events were bemath tWe "dignity of the press."
The editorials were tremendous sermons that
do one oould read. The contrast between
those sheets and one full of life, energy and
enterprise.one tSat gave beside other
news a da^nerreotjpe of the Iacal life-
was clear from the drat, and the
Herald was a t access. That success

brought down apon it f&e anger of it» lumber¬
ing opponents, and originated the torrents of
abuse that were poureu1 on ns; for, though it'
was beneath the dignity of those Jkeavy fellowa
to give reports of current events, it was by uo

moans beueatli ,|beir dimity to call hard
names.

Our account of tie great lire was then with¬
out parallel in the efforts of the presvr; and our

cuts published, when* it was hardly possible to
get a wood' engraver, were the first attempts of
the kind to-lay distinct information btA>re the
people. Altogether ib was one- of our great
pieces of enterprise.ane of tLe sueceses of
the HKitAUt-'Uisd with «ch succowtes came in
the new era of journalism.the change which
originated the independent press of the coun¬

try as it now is. All our opponents were

forced by our success to follow us».to modify
their dull, hea /y sheets U51 they were all more
or less like onmr as they now are. They fol¬
lowed us, but &rways at a distance. This was
so not only in tlse city, but all over Ihe coun¬

try; and it was through the impulse and shape
that we gave it that the press of the country
grew into its present- position of paewer as a.

national instituttjia.

The Stab op Obboon Looming Up..The*
lirst practical endorsement of the policy of
President Johnsoir occurred in the House of
Representatives ont- Thursday, in t&e tuiani-
mows adoption of the resolution offered l»|r
Mr; Henderson, of Oregon.to wit : *'Tree,son
against the United States government is a crime,
and " ought to be punished.'1' This was Presi¬
dent Johnson's doctrine from the start, and we
are -glad to see thin emphatic endorsement of
it by-Congress. The State of Oregon^therefore,
begins to loom np in the councils of the nation.
But why should sLe- not? It may seem scarcely
credible, but it is mrvertheless a facs, that with¬
in the paet six months treasure is gold and
sitter bullion to tb« amount of twelve millions
oi dollars has passed through its pertals on its
way from the rick -gold and silver highlands of
Idaho, the western portion of Montana, and a
Mt of British Colombia. This is at the rate of
two millions per month, to say nothing about
the great amount' of treasure carried away bjr
the gold and silver digging boys in person.
Well may the star of Oregon loom up.

As Amkndmsnt to the CosBrmmoN Want*
ed..There is a great deal said In Congress
about negro- suffrage, negro equality, negro
rights and all1 that, and amendments to the con¬

stitution are offered to meet; the several point*.
We barn no doubt all parties will agree thai
negroes should be on as equality with the
whites in. ene respect, and that is that they '

should have the privilege of working for a liv- *

ing like the whites. Therefore an* amendment
to the constitution is wanted whica will make
the nig*6t* work. Here is a chance for Kona-
ner, Wilson. Wade, Thad Stevevss and all the
rest. The sugar plantations i» Louisiana, to

say nothing of the cotton plaoiatiou* att; ovei;
the South, are anxiously awaiting an. amend¬
ment to 1he constitution that will' r^ach thin
subject.

Per.wl IaltlNfrHf*.
Th> Haytien 'una.«f-war steamer Galatea tailed yeeter«

day from New Tort for Port att Prince, hrwjiig on board
Q nernl Roumau, the Haytiai) Minister, who, by ln-
Hlrariion from hi* government, loft Goorffe F. Usher,
Km]., la chaifce of the Hajtica log:itloa.al Washington
during l»it> iik kaco.

The auinotoiiH frtond OtSSSi Fioderiei Ktihas of
ttii« city ». i!l 1)0 pleaded to teura that kho Duke Ernst of
Paxe-Cobui^ Gotha hna decoratcd that gentleman, oa hi* j
recent visit to Coburg, with the cross of tat Saxon Ernes-
tine Order of Knighthood. *

I.ienlonnnt Alfred M Haptiall, U the Sixth regime* at
Veteran Reserve corps, formerly adintant of a K m
York regiment, and a son of Rev. Dr. Rapbali, the »)|v
Uttftiiabed Jowikh Rabbi of this city, has been brev» jtterf
captain and major of 1'nited !*tatea volunteers. . fiie«a
brevets are the flret recognition of aervicen which
Lieatentaat Rapbali has received during the war. They
botli bear date from March 13, lHSft. That of c jptaln la
"for dMInrnlsbed services at the battle of 0"M .yHhiirg,"
where he tost an arm. The brevet of major * the only
one of it* character over granted by the govert jment, amf
re ids that it is granted 'for h'ghly uicriturlo nj services
in the Held and while dels lied on foreign s* r ice." That
service writ performed while on the st» f\ of General
sickles d ring the visit of the General to the United
si rite s of Colombia. Major Rapbali waa tt ,, secretary ami
interpreter of the General, and did excel j#nt tervlce.
The votaries of terpsichore in our fn ihJnnable up town

circle* have sustained a great low in t /n» death of Mr. r.
R. il' lui-innliiT, tbe leader of the celebrated hand of
that nomo and one of our most p* jpular composers of
dance mu«lc. He went to Germar q- ,n May last, In tbo
hope of recovering his health, b'ttj returned in the fall
so m'irh worse that his physicle .n* nt onco pronounced
bit aire hopeless. Mr. Helinsm niter whs no' oaly an ac

complished musician, but an 'actable md upright mau,
and he will be very generally r/e«r»ttod. He will be sac

ceeded In the leadership of hie fond tiy Mr. lander, who
so efficiently eonducted his *jarAae«* during his abienra.

BaaqnH of the SvWi Beaaa vole tat la*
el«V/.

THE CONStTI. GBNKRAI. *» HtrmmtltD AT W4SB*
itttiTON vn/aa rsasKNT.

Mr. John Hits, Conaut teeners! of Switzerland at Waab*
ington, will be present, aythe banquet of the Swiss He-
nevotcnt Society at MSnoaioqfa today. He Is much
esteemed by the Swfctf residents of this country, and
tbose In this < Ity vyW gladVy avail themaelvet of this
opportunity to pay their re^pecta to blw.

Iiplsston 'tt a Steam Bailor.
Troy, Dec 1ft, ISAt

At a (aw mlnutee/before aeven o'cloek this moieiug
tbe boiler at J. O, 'Mc Murray k Oo. '¦ bruih factory, Si
LauMngbntf, N Y,, exploded, hilling Phtletus Ward, tha
engineer. It is aupposod he was the only person in the
bctldlm?, whtc'.i wss tstdly shattered. The damase to U»a

a Jjj 40 I^OOQ,


